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BTRICTURES OF THE LIFE AND 
CHARACTER OF THE REV. DAN- 
IEL WITTLE, A. Me OF KENNE- 
BUN®, IN WELLS, DISTRICT OF 
MAINE. 


[ Continued from page 47. ] 


IN the year 1766, our 
univerfity at Cambridge con- 
ferred on him the’ degree of 
Mafter of Arts. He was alfo 
a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Scienc- 
es ; and a communication of 
his is publifhed in the firft 
‘volume of the tranfactions 
of that Society. 

Hehada large acquaintance, 
not only with minifters, but 
with other gentlemen diftin- 
guifhed by their rank, in- 
genuity, learning, and ele- 
gant accomplifhments. He 
was much efteemed, and no- 
ticed by them with particu- 
lar refpect, and was often 
vifited by them. Though 
he was not a great {fcholar, 
or profound fpeculatift, his 
mind was furnifhed with an 
uncommon variety of knowl- 
edge in the moftentertaining 

ki 


and ufeful branches of litera- 
ture, in natural philofophy, 
natural hiftory, chemittry, 
and in the theories of phyiic. 
When his acquaintancecalled 
upon him, he welcomedthem 
with cordial. hofpitality, 
friendfiip and _politenefs ; 
and entertained them with 
his agreeable and inftructive 
converfation, 4s well as with 
what was needful for their 
bodily refrefhment. He was 
fo given to hofpitality, that 
it has been thought and faid 
that a fifth part of his falary 
was expended in this way. - 
It is faid that men ufually 
appear with leaft difguife 
in their own families. ‘Lhofe 
mafks and bufkins, which 
many put on when they go 
abroad, are laid afide when 
they enter their own houfes; 
and mix with their domef 
tics, and their true difpofis 
tion and charatter fhows it- 
felf. But Mr. Little never 
appeared. more amiable and 
refpectable than in his pri- 
vate domeftic {phere,; at the 
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head of his family. He walk- 
ed in his houfe with a perfect 
heart, prefervingthe honour, 
and performing the duty be- 
longing to him in his family 
relations. In thefe important 
duties he was an inftructive 
example to his flock. 

He was twice married. 
His firft confort was Mary, 
the fecond daughter of the 
Reverend Jofeph Emerton, 
of Malden. Having borne 
him three children, ‘the died 
in child-bed. She was a pi- 
ous and ingenious gentlewo- 
man. But one of her chil- 
dren is nowalive, a daugh- 
ter, who is married to the 
Reverend Silas Moody, of 
Arundel. 

His fecond confort was 
Sarah, eldeft daughter of 
Col. Jofeph Coffin, of New- 
bury, in Maflachufetts, in 
whom he had alfo a pious 
and agreeable companion. 
By her he had feven chil- 
dren, of whom three only 
{urvived him, two fons, and 
the eldeft daughter, who is 
fince married to the Rever- 
end Afa Piper, of Wakefield. 
His youngeft daughter was 
married to Dr. Jofeph Gil- 
man, and, having borne him 
four children, died a few 
months before her father. 
He and his fecond wife lived 
together as heirs of the grace 
of life, and helpers of each 


‘other’s joy, more’than forty- 


two years. She furvived him 






a little more than two years, 
and then died very fuddenly ~ 
in her feventy-eighth year. 
Towards his wives he be- 
haved with great refpect, 
kindnefs and politenefs. His 
children alfo were treated 
with mildnefs and tendernefs. 
That auftere method of con- 
duét, which fome think is 
neceflary in the head of a 
family to keep up - smuchorty 
and maintain government, 
was not agreeable to his 
temper or judgment. He 
endeavoured to render him- 
{elf agreeable to them, and 
engage their love; and 
thought that in this way it 
was more eafy to bend their 
mindsto due fubjection, than 
by keeping them at an aw- 
ful diftance ; that much fa- 
miliarity prudently ufed 
would not breed contempt ; 
and that an admonition giv- 
en with foftnefs would often 
fink deeper, and be more ef- 
feétual, than when clothed 
with anauftere frown. Sol- 
oimnon fays, 2 fof tongue break- 
eth the bone. Though fome 
uncouthtempers may require 
harfh treatment, yet there 
are many, who will be refrac- 
tory, when an attempt is 
made to drive them by vio- 
ence, who yet will follow 
very kindiy, when drawn 
with the cords of aman, and 
the bands of love. In this 
way excellent order was 
maintained in his houfe. 






































It was his refolution and 


care to ferve the Lord, with 
his houfe, by a very ftrict 
and ferious obfervance of the 
duties and exercifes of relig- 
ious worlhip every day. The 
{criptures were read morning 
and evening with practical 
obfervations and devout 
prayers and thank{givings. 
On the Lord’s day in partic- 
ular the writer has been a 
witnefs of the very folemn, 
earneft and affectionate man- 
ner in which he has addrefied 
his children, exhorting and 
charging them not to neglect 
the care of their fouls’ falva- 
tion, but turn to God with- 
out delay withall their hearts; 
and of the fervent and _ pa- 
thetic prayers, which he has 
put up for them for the blefl- 
ings of divine grace. And 
there is comfortable evidence 
that thefelabours of love have 
not been loft, and that thefe 
prayers have been followed 
with a blefling for them. 

It has been a defect in fome 
sood men that they have 
taken too little care of the 
management of their fecular 
concerns. Mr. Little was 
very capable of ordering and 
guiding his affairs with dif- 
cretion. Andit was owing 
to his active and prudent 
care, with that of his family, 
that with fo moderate a {ala- 
ry, by the blefling of God, 
they lived in a very com- 
fortable, decent, and hand- 
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forming | 
church order ; his pulpit be- 


fome manner, kept a ve- 
ry hofpitable houfe, and 
were commonly rather on 
the gaining hand. The 
moderate portion * he had, 
managed with prudent econ- 
omy, was better to him than 
the riches of the wicked, who 
ufe them without prudence. 

His concern and labours 
for the advancement of true 
religion were not confined 
to the people under his pafto- 
ral care. Theftate of thofe 
plantations in the eaftern 
parts of the Diftrict of Maine, 
which had not the word of 
God and ordinances of the 
gofpel regularly difpenfed 
among them, and fo were 
in danger of lofing the im- 
preflions of religion and mo- 
rality, lay heavy on his mind. 
He therefore of his own mo- 
tion. vifited them once and 
again, and fpent  feveral 
months in travelling from 
place to place, preaching to 
the people and baptizing 
fuch as were proper fub3 
jects, and afflifted fome in 
themfelves into 


ing fupplied in his- abfence 
chiefly by the neighbouring 
minifters. He was after- 


wards employed by the Soci- 


ety for propagating the gof- 


-pel, asa miflionary to thofe 


fettlements, and went feveral 
times on this laborious fer- 
vice.. The great pains he 
took in this work, the great 











hy 


‘ny years. 
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diligence and hopeful fuc- 
cefs, with which he laboured 
among them,is fet forth in 
the journal he kept of his 
travels and Jabours. Though 
his advanced age might feem 
a good reafon for him to 
fpare himfelf, yet his heart 
was fo much engaged for 
the advancement of pure 
vital religion, that theagh 
he knew the difficulties and 
hardfhips he had to encoun- 
ter, none of thefe things 
moved him; andhe feemed 
willing to fpend and be {pent 
in the work of the Lord. 
He enjoyed a good {tate of 
health till he was advanced 
in age, and he feemed to be 
but little impaired either in 
the ftrength and vigour of 
his mind or body. ‘Though 
age had thed its froft on his 
head, it had not furrowed 
his face. He appeared but 
little altered from what he 
was in his prime. And, as 
he was very temperate, there 
feemed reafon to hope that 
his life and ufefulnefs might 
have held out for a good ma- 
But in returning 
from his eaftern miffion, trav- 
elling withouta fcreen before 
his eyes towards the fun, 


which fhone bright and full 
in his fece, his eyes were af- 
fected with what is called 
ictus felis, that is, were fun 
firuck ; which caufed a pain- 
ful inflammation, that could 
not be relieved by domeftic 


-occafionally. He 


medicines. He, therefore, 
by the advice of phyficians, 
went into a courfe of mercu- 
rial medicines. Thefe indeed 
relieved his eyes, but fo im- 
paired his coniftitution, that 
he never enjoyed his health 
well afterwards, but was fo 
difabled from attending his 
paftoral fervices, that his peo- 
ple, after having employed 
affiftant preachers for fome 
time, thought fit to fettle a 
colleague paftor. The Rev. 
Nathaniel Hill Fletcher, hav- 
ing been unanimoully elect- 
ed, was ordained on the 3d 
of September, 1800. : 
Mr. Little, having feen his 
people fupplied with a paitor 
fo much to his and their fat- 
isfaction, clofed an active and 
ufeful life a little more than 
a year after, ‘Though he 
feldom performed a part in - 
thé publick fervices of the 
Lord’s day, yet he frequently 
attended public worfhip at 
the morning fervice, when 
the weather was comfortable, 
and would vifit his people 
feemed 
cheerful and not uncomfort- 
able for one fo much declined 
in health. His death was 
very fudden. ‘The day be- 
fore his death, being the 
Lord’s day, he attended pub- 
lic worfhip, both in the 
morning and afternoon {er- 
vice. He afterwards vifited 
a family, in which there was 
a fick perfon, Returning to 
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his houfe he fpent the even- 
ing comfortably, converied 
with his ufual freedom with 
his family, and with Mr. Pi- 
per, who had preached on 
that fabbath in ‘his pulpit. 
When he rofe in the morn- 
ing, next day, he complain- 
ed of a pain in his ftomach. 
He fat however at the table 
with his family at breakfait, 
but could not take his break- 
faft with them; and faid his 
painincreafed. He was afk- 
ed whether Dr. Emerfon 
fhould ‘be fent for. But he 
{aid he did not think it worth 
the while: He hoped he 
fhould feel better prefently. 
The Dr. however was fent 
for. Meanwhile fitting in 
his chair, he leaned his head 
back, {pread his handkerchief 
before his face, AND SPAKE 
No MORE. When one foon 
after {poke to him, and upon 
his not anfwering, the hand- 
kerchief was lifted up, no 
figns of life appeared in 
him. The Dr. coming in, 
endeavoured to recover him, 
but without fuccefs. In this 
manner Mr. Little, having 
ferved his generation by the 
will of God, with exemplary 
diligence to the lait of his 
life, fell afleep. Blefled is 
that fervant, whom his Lord, 
when he cometh, fhall find 
fo doing. He died the sth 
of October, 1801, in the fev- 
enty-eighth year of his life. 

_ It has often been mention- 


ed as a common fault in 
thofe, who haye publifhed 
accounts of the lives and 
characters of good men, that 
they will emblazon their ex- 
cellencies, but take no notice 
of their defects and frailties. 


It has become a maxim, De 


mortuis nil nif: bonum, fay noth- 
ing but good of the dead. 
The facred hiftorians did not 
obferve this maxim in the ac* 
counts they have given of 


the holy fathers, who thro’ 


faith obtained a good report. 
It is of no advantage to the 
dead to be flattered. It may 
be a difadvantage to their 
juft reputation, by caufing 
the truth of what is faid to 
their honour to be fufpeéted. 
Mr. Little was. certainly a 


‘man truly refpectable for the 


gifts and graces, with which 
he was. endued, which were 
exercifed and exprefled in a 
life of exemplary labours in 


the work of his particular 


calling. He went about do- 
ing good. He was eminent- 
ly formed and qualified for 
action; not fo much for 
deep {peculation. He was 
more peculiarly gifted for 
fudden and occafional fervic- 
es, than for great and elabo- 
rate performances. . He had, 
nodoubt, his frailties, for who 
is free fromthem? But they 
were of the moft excufable 
kind, and left no noticeable 
{pot on his charaéter, which 
was one of the moft blame. 
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lefs and amiable, if not the 
moft illuftrious, in the ac- 
count of men. Some have 
thought that it was his foible 
to be more inclined to judge 
charitably of others, in fome 
cafes, than was rational and 
prudent ; and that he was 
fometimes too ductile and 
condefcending, when he 
thought it might be done 
dawfully. Now admitting 
that this might be in fome 
meafure true, furely this 
ought not to be accounted 
any great blemifh. It would 
be well for mankind, if they 
were more charitable and 
condefcending, and friendly 
to each other. 

An attempt to preferve 
the memory of a dear friend, 
a faint now with God, and 
whofe praife is in the church- 
es, feems a proper expreflion 
of refpect and affection. 

And the: improvement, 
which fhould be made of the 
amiable examples of thofe, 
who have fhone as lights in 
the world, is, that we be not 
flothful,. but followers of 
thofe, who through faith and 
patience have inherited the 
promifes. 


oT ee 
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LETTER FROM AN AGED CLERGY- 
MAN TO HIS COLLEAGUE, LATE 
LY INTRODUCED INTO THE MtIN- 
ISTRY. 


REV. SIR, 
As providence has 
placed you in fo near a con- 


for Chrift’s fake.” 
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nexion with me, and in fo 
facred an employ, I offer no 
apology for thus addrefling 
you. 

The fouls, among whom 
we labour, are God’s proper- 
ty. They are the purchafe 
of Chrift’s blood, and are 
his jewels. We have our 
temporals of them, and we 
muft fee that they have {pir- 
itual things of us. 

I have many years ago a- 
dopted the following fcrip- 
ture formy motto—“/preach 
not myfelf, but Chrift Fefus the 
Lord ; and myfelf your fervant 
May it be 
practically yours! 

To preach ourfelves, fir, 
is, think, fora preacher to 
run before he is fent. 

Alas, fir, they are not all 
called of God, who aflume the 
office of religious teachers.— 
Can you fuppofe, that a gen- 
tleman, who delights in a 
fine garden, in which is a 
vaft number of the choiceft 
flowers, collected at a great 
expenfe, and arranged with 
much care; can you fuppofe, 
he would employ a man, who 
had no judgment to manage 
it Por one, who is idle, waft- 
ing his time in gaming, fport- 
ing and drinking ? Can you 
fuppofe, that a farmer would 
purchafe a flock of fheep, 
and give them up to the 
management of a perfon, 
whom he knows to have nei- 
ther fkill nor concern for 























feeding and taking care of 


them ? How then can we fup- 


pofe that God, who has pur- 
chafed fouls with the blood 
of Jefus Chrift, who wants 
them to be fed and led into 
the way of eternal life, will 
put them under the care of 
a man, ignorant of the worth 
of fuch fouls! a man, igno- 
rant of his own ftate, a 
drunkard, a pleafure-taker, a 
hater of God and holinefs ! 

To preach ourfelves, is al- 
fo to preach fo as to difplay 
to the people our own learn- 
ing. O what pride is here! 
Chrift has nothing to do in 
fuch fermons ; thofe, who do 
fo, are generally -the moft 
deftitute of literature, and 
know nothing of God’s teach- 
ing. To preach ourfelves, 
may be to preach our own 
opinion, feverely cenfuring 
every one, who efpoufes the 
fentiments we reject. 

We preach ourfelves, and 
not Chrift our Mafter, when 
we venture into the pulpit, 
trufting to our Own prepar- 
ations ingenioufly put to- 
gether, and depending on 
our method and our memory 
for correctnefs ; or upon our 
pathos and energy to com- 
mand the attention and the 
paflions of the congregation, 
together with a little admira- 
tion from the crowd. When- 
ever you find fuch difpofi- 
tions as thefe, then you are 
tempted to preach your own 
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dearly beloved felf, and not 
Chrift Jefus the Lord. But 
to exalt Jefus, we muit learn 
to find out the finner ; ferret 
him out of all his hiding 
places ; lay fiege to all his 
forts, and force him out to 
the combat in the open field. 
If Satan fhew him all the glo- 
ries of the world, do you 
fhew him all the vanity, emp- 
tinefs and deceitfulnels of it; 
and while with your tongue 
you are labouring to con- 
vince his underftanding, pray 
in faith that the Spirit of 
God may convert his foul. 
Set before him light and 
darknefs, life and death, 
heaven and hell. Strive to 
make your audience follow 
you inall your defcriptions, 
and Jabour to affect their 
hearts. 1 would advife you, 
fir, frequently to preach a 
lecture witha clofe applica- 
tion to yourfelf. Preach 
your next intended fermon 
to yourfelf in your ftudy, in 
the prefence of God, be- 
fore you deliver it to your 
congregation: and _ then, 
while feeding others, expect 
and look for fome food for 
yourfelf. O it is fweet preach- 
ing, when we are feafting 
ourfelves upon thofe very 
truths we are holding up to 
others ! 

[ will give you two themes, 
on which I wifh you to 
preach to yourfelf, in the 
ftudy ; then to the congregas 
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tion, in the. pulpit : rft. 
What amI by nature? 2d. 
What amI by grace ? Every 
clergyman fhould preach thefe 
two lectures over and over 
to himfelf, before he under- 
takes the charge of fouls ; 
and if he does not, and can- 
not do this, holy orders nev- 
ercan make a goodpreacher ; 
nor will they make the man 
holy in either heart, life or 
cenverfation. 

Ihave read of one of the 
fathers, “ that he thundered 
in his preaching, and light- 
ened in his life.” May you 
do fo likewife. 

There are three books, 
which I have found of great 
ufeto me in preaching Chritt. 
ft. Dr. Jennings, “* On 
preaching Chrift.”—2d. Rich- 
ard Baxter’s “ Reformed 
Paftor”—(whilereading this, 
my very flefh has moved on 
my bones, and my blood 
thrilled in my veins. No 
matter if he was not ortho- 
dox tothe bone: I believe 
he was fo in heart and foul, 
as it re{pected love and zeal 
for Chrift and the fouls of 
men.) 3d. Dr. Mather’s 
advice to his fon, refpecting 
the miniftry (called “ The 
angels preparing to found 
the trumpets.”) You fay 
you never faw Dr. South’s 
fermons. The following 
hints are from one of them, 
upon preaching Chrilt. 


“ Chrift has a fourfold res 
lation to preaching : 

—ift. He is the text; and 
all preaching befide Chritt, 
is befide the text; therefore 
keep to your text. | | 

ad. Chrift is the very 
foundation and fubject-mat- 
ter of preaching; and all 
preaching without Chrift, is 
building caftles in the air. 

ad. Chrift is the life and 
foul of preaching; and all 
preaching without him, is 
like a body without life and 
fpirit. 

4th. Chrift is the great 
end of preaching ; preaching 
is to manifeft his glory ; and 
when Chrift is not preach- 
ed, the great end is loft.” 

Let the following confid- 
erations induce you with 
your whole heart, foul and 
body to preach Chrift faith- 
fully : 

ft. Your own declarations . 
and vows, when you were 
inducted into the miniftry in 
the folemn prefence of God 
and man. 

ad. The worth of every 
one of thofe fouls, to whom 
you preach. Look on them ; 
every one of them will wit- 
nefs for or againft you in the 
great day. 

3d. View the awful ftate 
of fallen man. Your Matter 
pitied them, paid their debts, 
has provided mercy and par- 
don for them, and has fent 
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vou to declare it, to perfuade 
them to receive it, and give 
in your own evidence to. the 
truth of it. Doit, fir ; do it 
faithfully, 8+ «|i : 

4th. Behold the languid 
{tate of religion! Strive to 
revive it ; begin with your- 
felf. . ce ee 

sth. Your fhining as a 
bright ftar in glory, having, 
through grace been inftru- 
mental in turning many to 
righteoufnefs. 

_Once more, dear fir, per- 
mit me to entreat you to beg 
of God, that, by his good 
{pirit you may be inftructed 
to preach Chrift, fo as to 
profit the.church of God; 
and for that end, labour to 
preach Chrift judiciouily, 
{cripturally, experimentally, 
zealoufly, affectionately and 
plainly. Set him forth in 
his everlafting love to loft 
man; in his covenant en- 
gagements to finners; his 
fatisfying the juitice of God 
for an eleét world ; his faith- 
fulnefs in calling, converting 
and pardoning rebel finners, 
and in keeping themthro’ life 
and death. Set forth the 
great Mafter in all his offices 
and characters, in which he 
{tands related to finners ; fet 
him forth in all his perfec- 
tions and glory. 

_ Now, fir, what do you 
think of preaching Chrift? 
If you are determined to feed 
the flock of God, and to de- 
uM 
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liver your own foul, I am; 
fir, your real friend, and fel- 


low labourer, | W. P. 
fp —__} 


For the M agazine. 


THE EFFECT OF RELIGIOUS INSTI- 
TUTIONS UPON MEN, WITN RE- 
GARD TO THEIR MORAL CHARAC 


TER. [An Extraéd. } 

_ Wuatever brings men 
together, and connects them 
in fociety, has a tendency to 
civilize and improve them. 
Efpecially when they aflem- 
ble together for fuch impor- 
tant purpofes as the worfhip 
of.a Deity, this will be the 
effect. There is fornething 
in the very idea of drawing 
nigh to God, that infpires 
virtue. Devotion, true de- 
votion, ftrengthens our obli- 
gations to a holy life, and fu- 
peradds a new motive to ev- 
ery focial and civil duty.— 
Upon an impartial obferva- 
tion of mankind, it will be 
found, that thofe men, who 
are the moft confcientious in 
the public and private exer- 
cifes of divine worfhip, will 
be moft diligent in per- 
forming the duties they owe 
to their neighbour, and in 
obferving the rules of moral- 
ity : Our holy religion lays 
us under obligations to duty; 
the fpirit of chriftianity, 
dwelling in the heart, my 


of necellity infpire it with’ 


an ardent defire to perform 
whatever things are virtuous 
and praife worthy ; and the 
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example of Jefus Chrift, 
which the true chriftian fets 
continually before his eyes, 
willengage him by all the 
laws of love, to walk as he 
alfo walked, who, according 
even to the teftimony of his 
enemies, “ did all things 
well.” Indeed the intelligent 
chriftian is never fo much in 
his element, as when he is 
drawing nigh to God. The 
mind never makes nobler ex- 
ertions, is never fo confcious 
of its native grandeur and 
ancient dignity, as when 
holding high converfe with 
its Creator: the heart never 
feels fuch unfpeakable peace, 
as when it is fixed upon him, 
who made it; as when its 
affections go out on the fu- 
preme beauty; as when it 
refts upon the rock of ages, 
and is held within the circle 
of the everlafting arms. 
Hence, the good men of 
ald, in approaching to God, 
broke forth into the language 
of rapture: “ As the hart 
“ panteth after the water 
“ brook, fo panteth my foul 
“‘ after thee,O Lord. O God, 
“thou art my God, early 
“will I feek thee. Mv foul 
‘¢ thirfteth forthee. My fleth 
*‘ Jongeth for thee in a dry 
“© and parched land, wherein 
‘#no water is ; that I may fee 
“thy glory as I have feen 
* thee in the fanctuary. Be- 
“ caufe thy loving-kindnefs 
“is better than life, my 


‘mouth fhall praife thee 
“ with joyful lips. Surely 
“we fhall be fatisfied with 
* the goodnefs of thy houfe ; 
“and thou wilt give us to 
“drink the river of thy 
“¢ pleafures.”” 

When men, accuftomed to 
meet together as bufy and 
as focial creatures, afiemble 
at ftated times as rational 
and immortal beings, a fenfe 
of propriety will prompt 
them to act up tothat high 
character. When the fons 
of God come to prefent 
themfelves before the Lord, 
whatever is difpleafing to 
God, and hoftile to men, 
will vanifh from their mind. 
The connexion between fuch 
exercifes of piety and the 
practice of virtue, is nearer 
and more intimate than fu- 
perficial reafoners are apt to 
imagine. There are indeed 
pretences to religion without 
any virtue, as there are pre- 
tences to virtue without any 
religion ; but whoever in re- 
ality pofleffes the fear of God, 
will be thereby determined 
to keep his commandments, 
It muft be obvious at firft 
view,that the fenfe of a Su- 
preme Being, the infpector 
of human affairs, the patron 
of virtue, the avenger of fin, 
and the rewarder of right- 
eoufneis, has a powerful ten- 
dency to ftrengthen moral 
obligation, to annex a new 
fanction to the laws, and to 
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infpire purity into the man- 
ners of a people. 

By the operation of fuch 
a principle, open violence will 
be reftrained, and fecret en- 
mity will be checked. | So- 
ciety will aflume a, happier 
form ; the infolence of the 
oppreflor will be humbled ; 
and the wild paffions of the 
licentious be fubdued. What 
the {cripture calls, “ the pow- 
er of the world to come,” is 
felt ftrongly through every 
corner of this world. Heav- 
en improves the earth, and 
the life, which is to come, is 
a fource of happinefs to the 
life, which now is. ‘There 
are, indeed, I acknowledge, 
to the honour of the human 
kind—there are perfons in 
the world, who feel that the 
pofleflion of good difpofitions 
is their beft reward; who 
would follow goodnefs for 
its own fake, and do their 
duty, becaufe it is their duty, 
although there were neither 
rewards nor punifhments to 
come. But I know as well, 
that the world is not com- 
pofed of fuch perfons. Men 
in general are governed by 
their paffions, their intereft, 
the prevailing bias of their 
minds; and whenever their 
paflions, their intereft, or the 
bias of their minds ftand in 
one fcale, and their duty in 
the other, it is evident where 
the balance will incline. To 
fuch perfons you might de- 


gr 


claim forever to no purpofe,, 
on the beauty of virtue, and 
the harmony of a well gov- 
erned mind; they hear you 
not ; they are deaf to the 
voice of the moral charmer : 
nothing lefs than, ‘ Thus 
faith the Lord,” willinfluence 
their conduct. The un- 


juft judge, in the parable, 


reprefents and characterizes 
the great body of mankind ; 
if they fear not God, neither 
will they regard men. 

Thus if the public inftitu- 
tions of religion were laid 
afide, private virtue would 
not long remain behind. 
Men in general have no prin- 
ciple of moral conduct but 
religion, and if that were 
taken away, they would 
work all iniquity with greed- 
inefs, whenever they could 
withdraw from the public 
eye. Human laws would of- 
ten be of little avail without 
a fenfe of divine legiflation ; 
and the fandctions of men 
have little force, unlefs they 
were enforced by the author- 
ity of God. There would 
be no fecurity for the public 
peace; the mutual confi- 
dence between man and man 
would be deftroyed ; the 
bond, which keeps foctety 
together, would be broken ; 
oaths would become mere 
words of courfe ; and an ap- 
peal to the great Gop of heav- 
en no more regarded, than if 
he were an image of ftone. 
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Human life would be thrown 

into confufion, the fafety of 
mankind would be pt Sy 
gered, and the moral world 
totter to its ruin, if fuch a 
pillar were to fall, And 
what is it that maintains and 
{preads religious principles 
in the world? What is it 
that keepsalive on the minds 
of the people the fear of God, 
and the belief of his provi- 
dence ? It is the public intti- 
tutions of religion ; ; it is the 
obfervance of the Lord’s 

day ; it is our affembling to- 
gether for the celebration of 
divine worfhip. ‘The peo- 
ple, in Peis ary have no re- 
ligious principles, and no rule 
ot life but what they derive 
from {cripture—none but 
what they learn in the affem- 
blies of the faithful; and -if 
the churches were once fhut 
up, the hand of the civil mag- 
i ‘trate would foon force them 
open, in order to reclaim the 
criminals, that would thus 
be let loofe upon the world. 
RULES OF DIRECTION vOR A CHRIS- 

TIAN LIFEs 


[From the works of William Perkins, 
a writer of the 16th century. } 


1. In what place foever 
thou art, whether at home 
or abroad, by day or by night, 
and whatfoever thou art do- 
ing, confider that thou art 
in the prefence of God. Do 
thy endeavour, that this per- 
fuafion may fill thy heart 


with awe and reverence, and 
make thee afraid to fin. 

. Efteem every prefent 
pit as the day of thy death, 
and perform thofe duties ev- 
ery day, that thou wouldeft, 
if thou wert dying. This is 
chriftian watchfulnefs; and 
remember it. . 
3. Make catalogues of 
thine own fins, efpecially 
of thofe fins, that have 
moft difhonoured God, and 
wounded thine own con- 
{cience. Set them before 
thee often, that by this fight 
thy heart may be duly hum- 
bled. © This - was “David's 
practice, when he confidered 
his ways, and turned his feet to 
God’s commandments. Pf. cxix. 
57. And when he confeffed 
the fins of his youth. Pf. xxv. 
This was Job’s practice, 
when he faid he was not able to 
anfwer one of a thoufand of bis 


fins unto God. Job 1x. 1. | 


4. When thou firft open- 
eft thine eyes in the morning, 
pray to God, and give him 
thanks heartily. God then 
fhallhave his honour,and thy 
heart fhall be the better for 
it the whole day following. 
When thou lief down let 
that’ be the laft alfo. For. 
thou knoweft not whether, 
fallen afleep, thou fhalt ever 
rife again alive. It is there- 
fore good, that thou fhouldeft 
give up thyfelf into the 
hands of God, whilft thou 


art waking. 














s. Labour to fee and feel 
thy fpiritual poverty. La- 
bour to be difpleafed with 
ihyfelf, and to feel that by 
reafon of the want of grace 
in thyfelf, efpecially thofe 
mward corruptions of unbe- 
lief, pride, felf love, &c. 
thou ftandeft in need of eve- 
ry drop of the blood of Chrift 
to heal and cleanfe thee. 
Let this practice take fuch 
place with thee, that if thou 
be afked whatin thine efti- 
mation is the vileft of 
the creatures upon earth, 
thine heart and confcience 
may anfwer, J, even I, by reaf- 
onof mine own fins. And if 
thou be afked, what is the 
beft thing in the world for 
thee, thy heart andconfcience 
may anfwer, the blood of 
Chrift, 10 wafh away my fins. 

6. Shew ‘thyfelf to be a 
member of Chriit, and’ a 
jervant of God, not only in 
_ the general calling ofa chrif- 
tian, but alfo in the particu- 
lar calling, in which thou art 
placed. It isnot enough for 
a magiftrate to be a chriftian 
man, but he muft alfio be a 
chriftian magiftrate. It is 
not enough for a matter of a 
family to be a chriftian in 
the church, but he muft alfo 
be achriftian in his family, 
and in the trade, which lie 
followeth daily. One, who 
is a common hearer of the 
word, and frequenter of the 
Lord’s table, is not a good 
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chriftian, unlefs his converfa- 
tion in his private houfe, and 
in his private affairs and deal- 
ings be fuitable. There is a 
man to be feen what he is. 

7. Search the {criptures, 
to fee what is fin, and what 
is not fin. This done, carry: 
in thy heart a conftant and 
refolute purpofe, not to fin 
in any thing ; for faith and 


the purpofe of finning can 


never ftand together. 

8. Let thine endeavour be 
fuitable to thy purpole. Do 
nothing at any time againtt 
thy confcience, rightly in- 
formed by the word. Exer- 
cife thyfelf to fhun every fin, 
and to obey God in every 
one of his commandments, 
that pertain either to the 
general calling of a chriftian, 


or to thy particular calling. 


This did good Jofiah, who 
turned unto God with all his 
heart, according to all the law 
of Mofes. 1. Kings xxv. 25. 
Thus did Zacharias and E- 
lizabeth, who walked in all 
the commandments and ordi- 
nances of the Lard biamele/s. 
Luke i. 6. 

g. If at any time thou be 
overtaken with any fin, con- 
tinue not in it. Humble 
thyfelf, confefling thine of- 
fence, and by prayer intreat 
the Lord earneftly to pardon 
thee, till fuch time as th 


findeft thy confcience truly’ 


pacified, and thy care to fhun 
the fame fin increafed. 
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1¢. Confider often theright 
and proper end of life, which 
is not to feek profit, honour 
and pleafure; but that in 
ferving men we might ferve 
God in our callings. God 
could, if it fo pleafed him, 
preferve man without the 
miniftry of man; but it is 
his pleafure to fulfil his work 
and will in the prefervation 
of our bodies, and falvation 
of our fouls, by the employ- 
ment of men in his fervice, 
every one according to his 
vecation. Men commonly 
profane their labours and 
lives by aiming at a wrong 
end, alltheir care confifting 
in getting fuflicient mainten- 
ance for them and theirs. 
Thus men ferve themfelves 
and not God nor men. Much 
jefs do they ferve God in 
ferving men. 

11. Give all diligence to 
make thy election fure, and 
to gather manifold tokens 
thereof. For this caufe ob- 
ferve the works of God’s 
providence, love and mercy, 
bothin thee and upon thee 
from time to time. 

12. Think always thy pref- 
ent eftate, whatfoever it be, 
to be the beft eftate for thee. 
Labour to fee and acknowl- 
edge a providence of God, 
as well in poverty, as in a- 
bundance; as well in difgrace, 
as in sood report ; as well in 
ficknefs, as in health ; as well 
in life, as in death. 


13. Pray continually, not 
only by folemn and {et pray- 
er, but by fecret and inward 
ejaculation of heart, by a 
continual elevation of mind 
unto Chrift, fitting at the 
right hand of God. the Fa- 
ther. 

14. Think often of the 
worft and moft grievous 
things that may befall thee, 
either in life or death for the 
name of Chrift. Make a 
reckoning of them and pre. 
pare thyfelf to bear them, 
that when they come they 
may not feem ftrange, but 
be borné the more ealily. 

15. Make confcience of 
banifhing idle, vain, difhoneft 
and ungodly thoughts, for 
thefe are the feeds and be- 
ginnings of fin in word and 
deed. 

16. When any good affec- 
tion rifes in thine heart, fuf- 
fer it not to pafs away, but 
feed it by reading, medita- 
ting and praying. 

17. Whatfoever gdod 
thing thou goeft about, do it 
not in a conceit of thyfelf, 
or in the pride of thy heart, 
but in humility afcribing the 
power whereby thou doeft 
it, and the praife thereof to 
God. Otherwife thou fhalt 
find that God will curfe thy 
beit doings. 

18. Good confcience and 
good manners mutt go to- 
gether. Contend not either 
in deed or word with any 
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man. Be courteous to all, 
good and bad. Bear with 
men’s wants and frailties ; 
as_haftinefs, frowardnefs, 
felf-liking, and curioufneds ; 
pafling by them as being not 
perceived. Return not evil 
for evil, but rather good for 
evil. .Ufe meat, drink and 
apparel in that manner and 
meafure that they may fur- 
ther godlinefs. Strive not 
to go before any, unlefs it 
bein good things. Go be- 
fore thine equals in giving 
of honour, rather than in ta- 
king of it. Make confcience 
of thy word, and let it be as 
a bond. Profefs no more 
outwardly than thou haft in- 
wardly. Neither opprefs nor 
defraud any man in bargain- 
ing. In all companies either 
do good, or take good. 

19. Cleave not by inordi- 
nate affection to any creature. 
Above all things quiet and 
reft thy mind in Chrift. 
Abovealldignity and honour, 
above all cunning and policy, 
above all health and beauty, 
above all treafure, fame and 
praife, above all mirth, joy, 
and confolation, that man’s 
heart can feel or devife, be- 


fide Chrift. 


ON RELIGION.—Number JI. 
Tue prefent number will 


be directed to fhow the pre- 
eminence of religion, or its 
great fuperiority to all other 
attainments. 


The infpired Solomon tells 
us, that wifdom is better than 
rubies ; and all the things that 
may be defired are not to be 
compared to it. By wifdom 
he undoubtedly means relig- 
ion; which he elfewhere 
ftyles, the principal thing ; 
and which, by our Saviour 
himfelf, is denominated the 
one thing needful. So need- 
ful, fo important is religion, 
that nothing fublunary is to 
be compared to it in point of 
value. True religion is the 
moft interefting and precious 
attainment. it is the good 
part ; yea, the beft part, that 
can poflibly be chofen by us. 
It involves in it, the favour of 
God, and acceptance with 
him ; and gives aflurance of 
eternal life. . : 

Many things might be of- 
fered in commendation, and 
to fhow the pre-eminence of 
religion. Sermons, and even 
volumes might be written, 
and have been written in 
teftimony of its fuperiour ex- 
cellenceand worth. . But the 
limits of the prefent paper 
will confine us to a few par- 
ticulars. And we may in- 
quire, | 

Firft; What are external 
accomplifbments, or bodily orna- 
ments, in comparifon with re- 
ligion ? The true anfwer is, 
of no value. The apoftle 
Peter, in his ‘erious exhorta- 
tion to chriftians, which, in 
the general import of it, may 
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properly be applied to all 
ages, and to both fexes, male 
as well as female, fays, Let 
your adorning be, not that out- 
ward adorning, of plaiting the 
hair; and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel: 
but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is in- 
corruptible, even the ornament 
of a meek and quiet /pirit, 
which is in the fight of God of 
great price. Weare not, in- 
deed, to fuppofe, that the 
apoitle in giving this exhor- 
tation meant to undervalue 
external accomplifhmentsand 
bodily ornaments, or to fig- 
nify that no attention fhould 
be paid to thefe things. For 
doubtlefs they may, in a cer- 
tain degree, be attended to, 
confiftently with propriety 
and even with religion itfelf. 
Indeed, fome attention to 
thefe things evidently ap- 
pears to meet with the di- 
vine approbation. Hence the 
virtuous woman, in Prov- 
erbs, is applauded for her 
works of induftry, ingenuity 
and elegance ; for clothing her 
houfehold with fcarlet, and her- 
felf with filk and purple. But 
the apoftle Peter is, here, evi- 
dently drawing a comparifon 
between thefe outward orna- 
ments, and the inward fur- 
niture of the mind, or the 
chriftian graces; and he 
would lead t!-ofe to whom 
he wrote, to realize the vaft 
fuperiority of the latter to 


the former, and woiild urgé 
on them, that while clothing 
themfelves with decency, or 
according to their circum: 
{tances and ftations in life; 
they would be fure not to 
let thefe outward things en- 
gage their firft and chief at- 
tention, but always prefer re. 
ligion to external accomplith: 
ments ;. and the graces of 
the mind—fuch as modetty, 
meeknefs, prudence and 
piety, to bodily ornaments 
and attire. ‘The virtues and 
graces of our holy religion 
are unf{peakably the richeft 
and beft ornaments that can 
be put on. Thefe will render 
you truly amiable and excel- 
lent—fuch as God delights 
in while here on earth, and 
fuch as he will receive to his 
blifsful prefence and king- 
dom hereafter.—Hefitate not 
then, fon—daughter of Ad: 
am, to give the ornaments of 
the chriftian temper and de- 
portment, or true religion, 2 
decided preference in your 
mind to all external accom: 
plifhments and the richeft 
bodily attire. 

Secondly ; What is qworld- 
ly wealth, or the moft fplen- 
did earthly inheritance, com- 
pared with religion ? While 
in the world, we do, in truth, 
need the things of it, and 
cannot fubfift without them : 
and the larger our wealth 
and poileflions are, the more 
we have it in our power to 
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6 good, to beftow charity, 
and in a variety of. ways, to 
be ufeful to our fellow men. 
Money, fays the infpired Sol- 
omon, anfwers all things.-— 

As the inftrument of com- 
merce, and the meat of ob- 
taining the beft human help, 
it anfwers all the occafions 


of the prefent life. It. pro- 


cures the various neceffaries, 
conveniencics and comforts 
of life.. It enables men to 
accomplifh the moft laudable 
and ufeful defigns. It raifes 
men, by the. effects, which, 
through their exertion, it 
it produces, to the higheft 
mark on the roll of honour- 
able fame ; and there is noth- 
ing, in a word, within the 
compafs of hunian exertion, 
but what itis able to effect. 
But ftill,. whatever money 
or wealth can procure, or ac- 
complifh ; whatever relative 
value it may bear ; it is by no 
means to be compared with 
religion, in point of worth 
and importance, Worldly 
wealth, ftrictly {peaking, an- 
{wers nothing to the foul. 
It will not procure the par- 
don of fin, the favour of 
God, or peace of confcience. 
The foul of man, as it is not 
redeemed, fo it cannot. be 
maintained with corruptible 
things, as filvéer and gold. 
Parthly riches, a as well as all 
earthly enjoyments, are un- 
ie at beft. They often 
hake themfelves wings and 
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fly away ; “and they, aliva; ¥3. 


leave their pofleflor at death’ 


But religion is a certain, per- 
manent and | everlafting good. 
It never abandons thofe, who 
are its true friends. It goes 
with them down the vale of 
life. It gives them fupport 
through the dark valley of 
death ; and is crowned with 
glory and immortality.— 
Think not—fay not, then, 
that worldly wealth is of any 
importance, in comparifon 
with truereligion. 
Thirdly ;. What is the fin- 
eft education, or the moft ex- 
tenfive knowledge of things, 
when compared with reli- 
gion ?* A good education, 
it is allowed, is a very pleaf- 
ing and conimendable thing. 


To be acquainted with hu- 


man nature, with the hifto- 
ry of the world, with the va- 
rious intereits of mankind; 
with the various arts and fci- 
efices, and with the connex- 
idns and dependencies of all 
thingsaround us, is 2. very de- 
firable attainment. Nori isthe 
advantage of this knowledge 
{mall, fincé it not only af, 
fords a rational pleafure to 
the mind, but is of great 
importance to direct our con- 
duct in moft of the affairs of 
life. But neverthelefs it is 
not to be compared with re- 
ligion, in pointof importance, 
Whatever rational pleafure 


*See Dr. Stennett’s difcourfe, 
Ox the importance ef religion. 
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this knowledge may afford 
themind, it willnotgivepeace 
to the confcience. Howev- 
er it may render us ufeful, 
and direét our conduct in 
the civil and general concerns 
of mankind, it will not, like 
religion, guide our fteps to 
heaven. It will not, like re- 
ligion, give us conformity to 
God, or in any meafure qual- 
ify us for the fociety of the 
blefled. . And therefore it is 
by no means to be compared 
with it, in point of impor- 
tance. 

Fourthly ; What are food 
and raiment, though very 
needful andimportant things, 
in comparifon with religion ? 
Thefe articles are ufually ftyl- 
ed the * neceflaries of life :” 
And fuch indeed they are: 
For we cannot fubfift with- 
out them. While a thou- 
fand other things might be 
difpenfed with asfuperfluous, 
thefe are, ftrictly fpeaking, 
needful. And our Saviour 
himfelf admits that they are 
iu: For your heavenly kather, 
fays he to his difciples, know- 
eth that ye have need of thefe 
things. —Neverthelefs, theim- 
portance of thefe neceflary 
things is limited, and merely 
relative to this tranfitory 
itate. ‘They are needful on- 
ly in-reference to our out- 
ward comfort, fubfiftence and 
ufefulnefs in this life. They 
are not neceflary, like reli- 
gion, to the prefent well be- 


ing of our fouls, or to our 
future and everlafting felici- — 
ty. They are not neceflary, 
like religion, to qualify us for 
an admiffion into the king- 
dom of heaven. And there- 
fore they have no value in 
the comparifon. . 

Fifthly ; What is friend- 
Jbip, though accounted avery 
amiable and defirable thing, 
in comparifon with religion ? 
—So ineftimable is this blefi- 
ing of true friendfhip, that 
too much can {carcely be faid 
in commendation of it. It 
is one of the chief felicities 
of the prefent life. Indeed 
we cannot be happy without 
it. Let aman once become 
friendlefs, and we cannot but 
view his cafe to be wretched 
and forlorn. But he, who has. 
wile, affectionate and faith- 
ful friends, even though he 
rank with the loweft clafs of 
mankind, muft be confidered 
as enjoying one of the pecu- 
liar {miles of providence, and 
{tands diftinguifhed, in point 
of happinefs, above many, 
perhaps, who fhine in all the 
pomp and {plendour of hu- 
man greatnefs. But, never- 
thelefs, friendfhip is not fo 
important as to deferve to be 
prefered above every thing. 
elfe. It is not tobe com- 
pared with religion, in point 
of real excellence and worth. 
Our friends, however dear 
and ufeful tous at prefent, 
may be left to deceive or for- 








fake us ; or by death may be 


forced from our embraces. 
But religion is a fourcgof ev- 
erlafting confolation. “It will 
never fail us, but will abide 
with us through all changes ; 
and is therefore fuperiour to 
friendfhip—is more to be 
valued than the deareft earth- 
ly connexions. 

Once more; What is 
health, though of highly 
acknowledzed importance, 
when compared with reli- 
gion '—Of all outward bleff- 
ings, this is allowed to be 
the chief. So highly impor- 
tant is it that no other enjoy- 
ment of life can be properly 
relifhed without it. What 
are all the profits, honours 
and pleafures of the world, 
toa man languifhing of a 
‘mortal difeafe, or by pain 
and pining ficknefs rendered 
incapable of enjoying them ? 
Although the preference, 
then, mutt be given to health, 
above every other outward 
good ; yet eventhis is not 
{fo needful and important as 
religion. Religion has refpect 
to the foul. It promotes the 
welfare of the immortal part. 
It fecures its eternal interefts. 
And the health of the immor- 
talis of infinitely moreimport- 
ance than that of the body. 
The body is clay, and mutt 
foon return to duft again ; 
but the foul is a fpiritual ex- 
iftence, and there is no end 
to its duration. 
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Say, then, confiderate 
reader, What is a man prof- 
ited, comparatively fpeaking, 
though he enjoy the moft 
defirable bodily health ; 
though he have the moft val- 
uable earthly friends ; tho’ 
he be furnifhed with all the 
neceflaries and comforts of 
life; though he poflefs the 


‘moft extenfive knowledge of 


things ; though his worldly 
wealth be unbounded ; tho’ 


his outward accomplifhments 


and bodily attire be the moft 
brilliant and {pendid that can 
be conceived ; if, at the fame 
time, he have not the orna- 
ments of pure and undefiled 
religion ! yea what is a man 
profited though he gain the 


whole world, if, at the fame 


time, his immortal foul be 
not in health, and do not 
profper ! PAULINUS. 
—_ 
SELECTIONS RELATIVE TO THE 
OPINIONS OF SIR WILLIAM JONES. 


( Continued from page 72.) 


' Tr we fometimes fuffer the 
humiliation of feeing great 
talents and extenfive erudi- 
tion proftituted to infidelity, 
and employed in propagat- 
ing mifery, by endeavouring 
to fubvert the bafis of our 
temporal and eternal welfare, 
we cannot but feel a more 
than common gratification 
at the falutary union of true 
genius and piety. Learning, 
that wantons in irreligion, 


may, like the Sirius of Ho. 






































= Stress sus 
SS 
EP MEIER LES FORTE gat 
As oh ae Bs « ae ban o 
—_s es ba 


~ ses 






































































































heations, 


mer, fiufh its ftrong light 
upon us; but though brill. 
jant, it is baneful ; and while 
it dazzles, makes us tremble 
for our fafety. Science, 
therefore, without 
whatever admiration it may 
excite, will never be entitled 
to an equal degree of refpect 
and efteem, with the hum- 

le knowledge, which makes 
us wile unto falvation. ‘Lhe 
belief of Sir William Jones 
in revelation is openly and 
diftinéily declared in his 
works ; but the unoftenta- 
tious effufions of fequetilered 
adoration, whilft they prove 
the fincerity. of his convic- 
tion, give an additional 
weight to his avowed: opin- 
ions. 

The friends of religion, 
who know the value of the 
“fure and certain hope.” 
whichitin{pires, willremark, 
with fatisfaction, the pious 
fentiments exprefled by Sir 
William Jones, a few months 
only before his own death. 
They will recollect the de- 
termination, which he form- 
ed in youth, to examine with 
attention the evidence of our 
holy religion, and will re- 


joice to find unprejudiced 


enquiry terminating, as 
might be expected, in a ra- 
tional conviction of its truth 
and divine authority. 

Of this conviction his pub- 
though none of. 
them were profeffedly reli- 
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picty, 


gious, aflord ample and in. 
dubitable teftimony ; and I 
cannot deem it a fuperfluous 
taik t&me, (indeed, it will 
be moft grateful) to fele& 
from them, and from fuch 
other materials as I poflefs, 
his opinions on a fubyect of 
undeniable importance. 

Amongft the papers writ- 
ten by Sir William Jones, I 
find the following prayer, 
compofed by him on the 
firft day of the. year 1782, 
about Biccon months before 
his embarkation for India, 
and more than tweive years, 
before his death. 

A PRAYER. 

Eternal and incomprehen- 
fible Mind, who by thy. 
boundlefs power, before time 
began, createdit innumerable 
worlds for thy glory, and in-. 
numerable orders of beings, 
for their Lappinefs, whic, 
thy goodne/s prompted thee 
to defire, and thy infinite 
wifdom enabled. thee to 
know! we, thy creatures, 
vanifh into nothing before 
thy jupreme majeity; we 
pai. feel our weakne/s ; we 
daily bewail our vices ; we 
continually acknowledge our 


folly ; thee only we adore 


with awful veneration ; thee 
we thank with the moft fer- 
vent zeal; thee we. praife 
with aftonifhment and rap- 
ture ; to thy power we hum- 
bly fubmit; of thy goodnefs 
we devoutly’ implore protec-_ 












rion; on thy wifdom we 
firmly and cheerfully. rely. 
We do but open our. eyes, 
and inftantly we perceive thy, 
divine exiftence ; we do but, 
exert our reafon, and in; 2 
moment we difcover thy di- 
vine attributes; but our eyes 
could not behold thy /pien- 
dour, nor could our minds 
comprehend thy divine _¢/- 
fence ; we fee thee ony thro’ 
thy itupendous and all per- 
fect works; we know thee 
only by that ray of facred 
light, which it has pleafed 
thee to reveal, Neverthe- 
lefs, if creatures, too ignorant 
to conceive, and too, deprav- 
cd to purfue the means of 
their own happinefs, may 
without prefumption exprefs 
their wants to their Creator, 
let us humbly fupplicate 
thee to remove from us that 
evil, which thou haft permit- 
ted for a time to exilt, that 
the ultimate good of ail may 
be complete, and to. fecure us 
from that vice, which thou 
luffereft to fpread {nares a- 
round us, that the triumph 
of virtue may be more con- 
fpicuous.  Irradiate our 
minds with all ufeful truth ; 


inftill into our hearts a {pirit | 


of general bengwolence ; give 
underftanding to the foolith ; 

meeknefs to the. proud ; fem 
perance te the diffolute ; 5 for- 
titude to the feeble hearted ; 

hope to the defponding ; 
Taith.to the unbelieving ; dili- 
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ror 


gence to the. flothful 5. pa- 
tience,to thofe, who are in 
pain, and thy. celeftial ‘aid to 
thofe who are in. danger ; 
comfort the afficted ; relieve 
the difrefed.;  fupply - the 
hungry with falutary food, 
and the thirfty aiale a plen- 
tiful fiream. Impute not our 
doubts to indifference, NOY OUT 
Jlowne/s to believe to bardnefs 
of heart; but be indulgent 
to our imperfect nature, and 
fupply our imperfections by 
thy: heavenly favour. “ Sufter 
not, we anxioufly pray ; fuf- 
fer not oppreffion to prevail 
over innocence, nor the might 
of the avenger over the weak- 
nefs of the zufz.’ Whenever 
we addrefs thee in our re- 
tirement from the vanities of 
the world, if our prayers are 
fooifh, pity us ; if prefump- 
tuous, pardon us; if accepta- 
ble to thee, grant them, all 
powerful Gop, grant them ; 
and, as with our /iving voice, 
and with our. dying lips, we 
will exprefs our fubmiflion to 
thy decrees, adore thy provi- 
dence, and blefs thy di/pen/a- 
tions, fo, in all future ftates, 
to which we reverently hope 
thy goodnefs will raife us, 
grant that we may continue. 
praifing, admiring, venerating, 
cvorfhipping thee more and 
more, through worlds with- 
out number, and ages without 
end. Fan. 1, 1782. 
I do not adduce this pray- 


er as evidence of the belief 
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of Sir William Jones-in the 
doctrines of Jefus Chrift, al- 
though I think that fuch a 
compofition could hardly 
have been framed by an un- 
believer in the gofpel ; or if 
this be deemed poflible, that 
a mind, capable of feeling the 
fentiments which it expretles, 
could long have withheld its 
affent to the truths of reve- 
lation. It is evidently the 
effufion of a pious mind, 
deeply imprefled with an aw- 
ful fenfe of the infinite wif- 
dom; power, and benevo- 
ence of his Creator, and of 
the ignorance, weaknefs, and 
depravity of human natute : 
fentiments which the reafon 
of mankind ftrongly fug- 
gefts, and which revelation 
exprefsly teaches. Let it be 
remembered, that, long be- 
fore this prayer was written, 
Sir William Jones had de- 
monftrated, to his own {atis- 
faction, that Jefus was the 
Meffiah, predicted by the 
prophets ; that, amongft his 
projected occupations in In- 
dia, one was to tranflate the 
Pfalms into Perfic, and the 
Gofpel of Luke into Arabic ; 
a defign, which could only 
have originated in his con- 
viction of the importance and 
infpiration of thefe divine 
books ; that in the year af- 
ter the date of the prayer, 
we have a direct and public 
avowal of his belief in the 
divinity of our Saviour; 
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and again in the next, a- 
nother prayer by him, ex- 
prefling his exclufive reliance 
on the merits of his Redeem- 
er for his acceptance with 
God. 

(To be continued.) 
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ORIGINAL LETTER OF THE REY. 
RICHARD BAXTER. 


[Firom an Englifh Magazine.) 
TO E.R. ESQ. 
SIR, 

‘THE many obligations laid 
upon me by the kindnefs of 
your parents, and the laft 
requeft of your mother on 
your behalf, command me to 
make known my thoughts 
to you concerning your pre- 
fent and everlafting ftate. 

I know that the grace of 
God is free, and that many 
parents are in heaven, whofe 
children are in hell; but yet 
fome refpect the mercy of 
God hath to children for 
their parents’ fake ; which 
puts me in fome hope. of you ; 
and, for myfelf, I cannot 
think of your mother, whofe 
foul is now with God, with- 
out a ftrong affection to her 
offspring ; which will not 
fuffer me to fee you perifh 
in utter filence, and to. for- 
bear my admonition, how 
ungrateful foever it may 


prove to your corruption. 

I have long enquired after- 
your welfare ; and from the 
voice of Fame, I heard a 
very fad report of you. 


That 















you were quite given up to 


drinking, {porting, idle com- 
pany and courfes, in flat li- 
centioufnefs, in your difobe- 
dience to your father, and 
to the grief of his heart; and 
that, as you were a child 
when you fhould have been 
a man, fo now you grow 
worfe than man or child ; fo 
that your father has purpofed 
to marry, and difinherit you, 
that he might not leave his 
eftate to fuch a ware 
was loth to credit this re- 
port ; but made further en- 
guiry of fome that I knew 
to be your friends, and all 
confirmed it ; fo that I am 
in great fears left it be true. 

Sir, believe it, thefe lines 
are not begun to you with- 
out tears. Alas! that the 
only fon, the too much be- 
loved darling of my dear de- 
ceafed friend, fhould prove a 
wretch, an invincible neg- 
-lecter of God and his falva- 
tion, and an heir of everlaft- 





ing mifery (without conver- 


fion !) 

Shall the foul of fuch an 
_ affectionate, careful mother 
fee you in damnation ? Shall 
the heart of a loving father, 
who looked for much of his 
earthly comfort in you, have 
his greateft earthly forrow 
from you ? Is it not forrow 
enough to him to part with 
half himfelf, but he muft fee 
his only fon as loft and dead 
while he is alive ? 


Original Letier of the Rev. Richard Baxter. 103 


Sir, if you cannot feel 
words, you fhall fhortly have 
that which will make you 
feel What! is your heart 
become a ftone? Have you 
fo lately feen the face of death 
in a deceafed mother, and 
do you no better bethink 
you of your own? I befeech 
you, for the fake of her that 
charged you by her latt 
words to you, to be ruled by 
me ; nay I befeech you, for 
the fake of God and of your 
foul, that you would take 
thefe lines a little into your 
private ferious thoughts, if 
you know how to be ferious ; 
and that you will not proceed 
any further in your folly, till 
you can tell how to anfwer 
the queftions, which I fhall 
now put to you. 

Sir, what do you think 
on? Do you not believe that 
the infinite God beholdeth 
you, and that you live in his 
prefence ? Is God’s prefence 
nothing to you? Are you 
affected with nothing but 
what you fee ? Do you live 
only by fenfe and not by 
faith ? Say not fo, without 
an acknowledgment of bru- 
tifhnefs ; do not fo, unlefs 
you will difown your man- 
hood. 

I befeech you, tell me do 
you ever think of dying and 
what follows? If not, what 
fhift do you make to over- 
come your wit, fo far as to 
forget it ? If you do, what 
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fhift make you to overcome 


far as to difregard it ? Can 
your guilty foul endure the 
terrours of an offended Majef- 
ty ? Is it nothing to be con- 
demnedbythe moftholy God 
to everlaftine torments ? 

Sir, you had beft bethink 
you quickly whom you have 
to do with. It is not only 
an earthly father that you 
offend, but you area creature 
and a fubjeét of eternal Ma- 
You owe him your 
higheft love and obedience ; 
and he will have it, or he 
will have your heart’s blood 
for it. : 

He will make you know 
vourfelf, and know your Mak- 
er, and know his laws, and 
know your duty—or he will 
make you howl inendlefs mil- 
ery for it. You may make 
bold with a man like your- 
felf; but be not too bold 
with the confuming fire. 
The fun is darknefs,in com- 
parifon with his glory; the 
heavens and earth are but as 
an handbreadth in compari- 
fon of his infinitenefs. Thou- 
fands and ten thovufands of 
glorious angels are ‘bara 
and ferving Him, while fuc 
a thing as you are flighting, 
forgetting and difodeying 
Him. And do you think he 
will long put up with this at 
your hands? [f you dare 
take your prince by the 
throat, if you dare play with 


your wit and fenfe itfelf, fo 
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a raging hungry lion, yet do 
not play with the wrath of 
God. If you dare venture 
on fire or water, yet learn 
more wit than to venture on 
hell fire. 

Do you think thefe are 
but empty words? Believe 
you not a life to come? If 
you do not, your unbelief 
fhall not procure your ef- 
cape ; but experience {hall 
convince you, and make you, 
in defpite of you, believe or 
confefs that there is an end- 
lefs life that you fhould have 
provided for. If you do be- 
lieve it, are you out of your 
wits, man, to believe one 
thing and do another ?-—to 
believe that you are near to 
heaven or hell, and yet make 
light of it ! 

O, fir, it is but 2 few days 
that you have to take your 
flefhly vleafuresin ; but it is 
long, andlongindeed that you 
mutt fuffer for it, if {peedy, 
found converfion prevent it 
not. How many years mutt 
your rotten flefh and boneslie 
in the earth while your foul is 
paying dear for your wilful- 
nefs ? And how many miil- 
ions of years after muft foul 
and body lie in hell ? Will 
you take comfort in the re- 
membrance of your prefent 
pleafures ? Willit cafe your 
torments, think you, that 
once you had your will, and 
once _ you gratified your 
flefh:? 





















Sir, deal plainly and not de- 
ceitfully with yourfelf, Are 
you confiderately refolved 
to fell all your hopes of heav- 
en for your pleafures? Are 
you refolved of it? Will 
you make fo mad a bargain f 
Wiilyou venture upon hell 
for a Jittle fenfual delight ? 
if this be your deliberate ref- 
olution, you be not worthy 
the name of a man, nor wor- 
thy to come into the compa- 
ny of men. If it be not, 
what mean you to do it? The 
Governor aifd Judge of the 
world hath told you, that 
they that are ,after the 
flefo,.do mind the things of the 
flefo ; and they that are after 
the /pirit, the things of the-/pir- 
it ; that tobe carnally. minded 
is death ; that if ye live after 
the flelh ye fhall die; that 
they who are in the fle/h cannot 
pleafe God ; and. that if any 
man have not the /pirit of Chri/t 
be is none of bis. : 

Sir, all thefe, anda hund. 
red more fuch, are the true 
words of God, which I mind 
you of; that you may fee 
who itis that you are fo bold 
with, and what it is that 
you caft your foul on, Jeft 
not with damnation. Heark- 
en not to the fuggetiions 
of your. vain imagination, 
nor to the deceitful words 
of prating fenfualifts, when 
you fee the words of God 
againtt them; remember 


who you are, and where you’ 


Oo 
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ftand. ‘Though you are a 
gentleman, you are but a 
lump of walking dirt, as to 
that bodily. part, which you 
pamper. . You are continu- 
ally in the hand of God, 
How afraid I am, left i fhould 
ere long hear of your death, 
and fo you fhould be paft re- 
covery in hell, and out of 
the reach of warnings and 
advice! And what a bafe 
difhonour is it to your un- 
derftanding, that you fhould 
{et fo high an eftimate on the 
fordid delights of your fleth- 
ly mind, as to caft away God 
and Chrift, and heaven, and 
foul, and friends, and credit; 
and confcience, and all for 
tiemt >) 3 t. | 

Why, fir, is it really your 
judgment that your. flefhly 
pleafures are worth ali thefe ? 
If it be, what a blind and 
{ottifh mind have you? I 
dare fay and profefs, that no 
man in bedlam hatha _great- 
erertour. If itbe not your 
judgment, will you goagainft 
your own judgment? Why, 
in this, you are far worfe 
than any beaft; for a. beaft 
hath no reafon to rule his 
appetite, and difobeyeth not 
his reafon; -but-you have 
reafon, if you will not ftifle 
and bury it, but ufe it.— 
What is it that you love fo 
much better than God, than 
Chrift, than heaven and all ? 
Is it drink and piay, and fleth- 
ly pleafure ? Why a heathen, 
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2 Turk, a dog, 2 fwine hathi 
hispartinthefe, aswellas you. 
Take it notill that I {peak to 
you in fo plain and homely 
a phrafe. I tell you, the day 
iseven at hand when your 
tongue fhall confefs that I 
{poke not half fo ill of your 
way of folly as it doth de- 
ferve. You have read iit 
Luke (the fixteenth) of him 
that was tormented in hell 
becaufe ke had his good 
things in this life, in gay 
clothing and delicious fare. 
And how much worfe than 
this do you ! 

O, fir, remember fin is de- 


_ ceitful, the flefh is bafe, the 


world is worthlefs, pleafures 
here are fhort ; but God is 
of infinite perfection ; heav- 
en is a certain durable pof- 
feflion ; holinefs is {weet and 
amiable ; the lite of godli- 
nefs is clean, and fafe, and 
pleafant. 

I am loth to word it with 
you any further ; but addreis 
myfelf ‘to you, in the grief of 
my heart, for your fin and 
mifery, with thefe three im- 


‘portant requefts, which I 


entreat you that you will 
not deny me. 

Firft, That you will pa- 
tiently and coniiderately read 
over and over this letter, 
which I write to you. 

Secondly, That -you will 
deliberately read over this 
treatife of converfion, which 
herewith Ifend you ; and as 


you go, examine your foul 
by it, and allow it your moft 
fober folitary thoughts. 
Thirdly, That you would 
prefently, this night, betake 
yourfelf to God in prayer, 
on your knees, and lament 
with tears your former folly, 
and carneftly beg his par- 
doning grace, and befeech 
him to give you a new, a ho- 
ly, a mortified mind; and 
make this ferioufly your 
daily practice ; and then go 
to your father, and on your 
knees confefs your fin and 
difobedience, and beg his 
pardon, and promie un- 
feienedly to do fo no more ; 
and that from this day for- 
ward, you will take your 
fiefhly difpofition for the 
great and dangerous enemy 
of your foul ; on the conquett 
of which your falvation li- 
eth; and which you mut | 
ftudy to fubdue, and not to 
picafe. Read what Paul 
himfelf thought neceflary ;* 
and that you never more 
meddle with {ports and recre- 
ations, or drink, or other 
fiefhly pleafures, but foberly 
and ordinately, and no more 
than is needful to fit you for 
the fervice of God; and 
that your care and bufinets, 
and every day’s work may 
be (when you have bewailed 
your youthful folly) to do 
God all the fervice that you 
can, and make ready for 
*I. Cor, ix. 25-—27. 















your appearing before the 
Lord ; and make fure of that 
everlafting glory, which you 
have forfeited. 

Go not out of doors till 
you have examined yourfelf 
whether you go upon your 
mafter’s bufinefs; and w heth- 
er your work be fuch that 
you could be comfortably 
found in, if death fhould call 
you before you come in a- 
gain. 

One thing is needful, and all 
things elfearetoys. Choofe 
the better part, which {hall 
never be taken from you ;* 
hate fuch a difpofition as han- 
kers after fenfual, brutifh 
delights, and loveth pleafures 
more than God; and had 
rather be at {ports or drink- 
ing, than in hisfervice; and 
Joves the company of merry 
jovial fools better than of 
them that fear the Lord ;+ 
and had rather fport and 
talk away time, than {pend 
itin preparing for eternal 
slory; for if this be the 
prefent frame of your mind, 
as true as the word of God 
is true, you are dead in fin, 
and an heir of hell; and can- 
not be faved, unlefs convert- 
ing faving grace do make you 


2 new creature, and give you’ 


2 new heart, fo that a/d things 
pays away, and all things be- 
come new with you. 


gs 


Sir, ] again befeech you 


* Luke x.42. + Pfalm xv. 4. 
t If. Cor. v..17. 


Original Letter of the Rev. Richard Baxter. $07 


to grant me thele three re- 
queftsthat I have made to 
you. It would rejoice me 
muchto hear of yourconver- 
fion, as it grieves me to hear 
what you are, and fear what 
you will be. If you yield 
thus muchto God and me, 
you will have the everlafting 
comfort of it. If you will not, 
I doteftify to yourface, that it 
is not your flefhly pleafures, 
nor idle, delufory compan- 
ions, nor your unbelief, iftu- 
pidity, falfe imaginations or 
childifh folly, that fhall fave 
you from the burning wrath 
of God ; and I profefs, I had 
rather be a toad than you. 
And let me add, the words 
of a dying mother, and the 
earneft requefts of her, and 
your yet furviving friend, fhall 
witnefs againft you before 
the Lord, and aggravate that 
load that muft be on your 
foul to all eternity. 

Sir, nobody fhall know 
from me what I write to you, 
if you keep it to yourfelf and 
ainend ; and as long as no 
eye feeth it but. your own, 
the plaineft dealing in fo 
great acaufe can be no inju- 
ry to you. But let me tell 
you, if you fhall go on in 
folly, and turn not unto God, 
and live not in his fear, per- 
haps I may publish to the 
knowledge of the world the 
admonition which I have 
given you, that your name 
may rot to all pofterity ; and 
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it may appear, that if you 
were disobedient to a dying 
mother, yet, I was faithful 
to the laft charge of a dying 
friend; and if you durit 
abufe the Lord by finning, 
fo durft not J by Meeting you 
alone. But God forbid that 
you fhould put me to this! 
I cannot, I will not yet give 
up my hope, that God hath 
mercy for a fon of fo many 
prayers and tears, which 
have been poured out for 
you by a faint now in heay- 
en ; and which, the Lord is 
witnefs, are feconded- with 
the tears of your furviving 
monitor, with which thefe 
lines were begun, and are 
now ending ;) and which 
fhall be followed with my 
prayers, while God will give 
me a heart to pray, that you 
may prefently prove a re- 
turning prodigal ; that both 
your earthly and heavenly 
father may rejoice and fay, 

This our fon was dead, and is 


alive again ; was loft, and is 


found. Luke xv. 32. I pray 


you, read the whole chapter. 
Sir, | remain an earnett 
defirer of your converfion 
and falvation. 
RicHARD Baxter. 
Sept. 17th, 1657. 


CONSCIENCE. 
“WHEREVER you go, 
confcience accompanies vou 
whatever you fay, do, or but 
think, it regifters and re- 











Anecdote. 


cords in order to the day of 
account. When all friends 
forfake you, when even your 
foul forfakes your body, con- 
{cience will not, cannot for- 
fake you. When your body 
is weakest and dulleft, your 
confcience is then moft vigor- 
ous and active. Never more 
is life in the confcience than 
when death makes its neareft 
approach to the body. When 
it {miles, cheers, acquits and 
comforts, O, what a heaven 
doth it create within ; and 
when it frawns, condemns 
and terrilies, how are our 
pleafures, joys and delights 
of this world clouded, and 
even benighted ! It 4s cer- 
tainly the beft of friends, or 
the worlt of enemies.” 


peer ee 


ANECDOTE. 

“You think you have met 
with trouble,” faid a pious 
woman to her neighbour in 
affliction. ‘* So once thought 
I, when I was wholly a {tran- 
ger to it. I loft all my chil- 
dren, three in number, of 
the throat diftemper. Dit- 
trefled as I was with this lofs, 
I thought myfelf acquainted 
with affliction: but I was 
not. In procefs of time, I 
was the mother of three 
more. The place of the de- 
ceafed was thus happily fill- 
ed. Sothought we, the fond 
parents. In one dreadful 
night, when theyoungett lay 
in our bofoms,- we were 
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awakened by the cry of fire, 
and faw, with agony, that the 
part of the houie, where the 
two eldeft flept, was in 
flames. Only my hufband, 
my babe and myfelf furviv- 
ed. Surely, thought -I, if 
this.be not affliction, there is 


Tog, 


none. Yet this was nothing. 
Our furviving child was a 
fon. How happy to have 
one remaining !—He grew 
up, became profligate, broke 
the laws, and died on a gal- 
lows ! Till this took place, I 
never faw trouble.” 


— OE ee ee 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES TO THE 
HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
AT THEIR ANNUAL MEETING 
IN NORTHAMPTON, THE LAST 
THURSDAY IN AUGUST, ANNO 
poMINO, 1805, 


THE Truttees report to the 
Society, that, at a meeting of 
their board in Sept. laft, they 
appointed Rev. Jofeph Lath- 
top, D. D. Juitin Ely, Efq. 
Rev. Richard S. Storrs, a 
committee to receive. three 
hundred dollars, granted by 
the Legiflature of this com- 
monwealth for the purpote 
of fupporting and educating 
two Indian lads, defcendants 
of the late Rev. Mr. Wil- 
liams, of Deerfield, who had 
for feveral years, previoufly 
been under the care of Dea- 
con Nathaniel Ely, of Long- 
meadow ; and to ufe and ap- 
ply the faid grant to the pur- 
poles, for which it had been 
made, and to account to 
the Legiflature for the ex- 
ecution of their truft. 

Vhe ‘Truftees alfo appro- 
priated ten dollars, which 
had been given by Capt. Pe- 


rez Graves, of Hatfield, to 
the education of the fame In- 
dian lads, conformably to 
the requeft of the donor. 

The Truftees alfo appro- 
priated a fum not to exceed 
one thoufand dollars, for the 
fupport and payment of Mif- 
fionaries the enfuing feafon ; 
and a fum not to exceed two 
hundred and fifty dollars for 
the purchafe and diftribution 
of bibles and other pious 
books in the new fettle- 
ments; and empowered 
their committee to procure 
fuch Mifiionaries, and to pur- 
chafe and diftribute fuch pi- 
ouschriftian writings as they, 
fhould judge moit condu- 
cive to the benevolent de- 
fions of the fociety. _ 

The Truftees report to the 
fociety the refult of their 
meafures, and of the labours 
of their Miflionaries, as far as 
they have come to their 
knowledge fince the laft an- 
nual meeting. 

The four Miflionaries, em- 
ployed in 1804, were Rev. 
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Theodore Hinfdale, and Rev. 
Joel Hayes, appointed for 

eighteen weeks to labour in 
the new fettlements of New- 
York ; and Rev.  Vinfon 
Gould, and Rev. Thomas H. 
Wood, appointed’ to labour 
for twenty weeks inthe dif- 
trict of Maine. 

Your Miffionaries in the 
State of New-York perform- 
ed their fervice mainly in 
the counties of Chenango 
and Onondago. In the ear- 
ly part of their miflion they 
enjoyed fuch health as to 
purfue their work without 
interruption, and with much 
activity, labouring abundant- 
ly, notonlyonthe Lord’sday, 
but on other days, with an 
attentive and grateful people, 
whofe lips uttered the praifes 
of God for the rich blefling, 
and thank{fgiving to the foci- 
ety for their affectionate con- 
cern for the interefts of 
immortal fouls, who were ¢i- 


ther pining for the bread of 


chriftian ordinances, or were 
perifhing for lack of knowl- 
edge. But the Truftces, with 
humble fubmiffion, regret 
the rebuke of God’s provi- 
dence, that for a number of 
weeks your able and faith- 
ful miffionaries were much 


a Pr 
ar soapy in their work, * by 


bodily j in “mitie sand d lifeaie; 
and by the > prey alence of fick- 
nels, 1 Wil fl Lie ad of pay 
ficians, were ompelied to 
levee sty feaiotice san d return 


home before the expiratiog 
of their term. 

Mr. Hinfdale was in your 
fervice eleven weeks and one 
day. Mr. Hayes, who com. 
menced his miffion earlier in 
the feafon, wasin your fervice 
hifteen weeks and three gays. 

Rev. Mefirs, Gould and 
Wood were employed for 
twenty weeks inthe north- 
ern parts of the counties of 
York and Cumberland, now 
Oxford, and on the eaftern 
bordersof the county of Ken- 
nebec. ‘Thro’ divine good- 
nefs, they, in general, enjoyed 
good health, and weteable to 
profecute their miffion thro’ 
the whole of their term, with 
an activity and perfeverance, 
which manifefted how much 
their hearts were in their 
work, and how well placed 
was the confidence of the 
Truftees in their integrity 
and ability for fuch arduous 
employments. 

It might gratify the inquif- 
itiveand pious mindto follow, 
in Our narrative, each of our 
worthy Miflionaries, both 
eaftwardand weftward, thro’ 
the whole progrefs of their 
zealous and well chofen “a 
bours for the good of our 
brethren in remote and deli. 
tute parts of*the country. 
Put the famenefs of their in- 
firuciions, and of the defign 
of their mifiion, and the 
famenefs of their delires to 


do rood to fouls, will render 
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a more general view of their 
labours fufficient fortheinfor- 
mation of the Society, and 
prevent a report too prolix 
for the prefent occafion. 
Your Miflionaries have the 
teftimony of the people, 
where they have been em- 
ployed, to their conftancy, 
{kill and fidelity in the dif- 
charge of their miniftry. In 
almoftevery fettlement which 
they vifited, your Mifliona- 
ries found a ready difpofition 
to receive them, and cordial- 
ly to welcome and attend 
their miniftrations, excepting 
when they were prevented 
from afiembling for lectures 
by the urgent toils of harveit. 
And what may animate your 
hopes for the future, and en- 
kindle your prefent thankf- 
givings to God, your muiflion- 
aries aflure us, that God gen- 
erally gave the peoplean hear- 
ing ear, and in many inftan- 
ces they appeared to have an 
underftanding heart. 
Befides the duties of the 
Sabbath, which were often 
performed in three diftiné 
exercifes, many lectures 
were preached on other 
days, fo many, that one 
could hardly fuppofe- their 
bodily itrength to be equal 
to their labours. Thefe lec- 
tures were attended by good- 
ly numbers of devout hear- 
ers. Your Miflionaries ad- 
miniftered, as opportunities 
prefented, the chrifiian fac- 


raments of baptifm and the 
Lord’s fupper. They often 
vifited {fchools, and prayed 
with and inftructed the chil- 
dren. ‘They went from 
houfe to houfe inculcating 
the important duties of per- 
fonal and tamily religion. 
The care and diftribution 
of the fociety’s books added 
much to their other labours. 
The experience and obfer- 
vation of miflionaries, and 
the repeated written tefti- 
mony of the inhabitants of 
the new fettlements, prove 
the wifdom of fending pious 
books to be diitributed a- 
mong the people. The nu- 
merous books fent by the 
fociety have been received 
with much avidity and joy ; 
the recipients feel a peculiar 
gratitude for this mode of 
exprefling the chriftian be- 
nevolence of their diftant 
brethren. The moft happy 
and permanent effects are 
fiated to arife from the in- 
ftructions, which thofe pious 
writings impart. Publick 
worthip, family prayer and 
perfonal religion have, thro’ 
the co-operation of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, been greatly en- 
couraged and promoted by 
the bibles and pious writings 
fent by this and other focie- 
ties. Paft fuccefs attending 
this method of advancing 
chriftian knowledge and 
practice, cannot fail to en- 
courage and animate the fu- 
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ture liberalities and exertions 
of the fociety in the fame 
courfe. | 

._ Ample teftimonies from 
the inhabitants of the new 
fettlements, joined to the 
uniform opinions of your 
Miffionaries, lead to the con- 
clufion; That miffionary la- 
bours are ftill. greatly needed ; 
that the neceffities of the defti- 
tute inhabitants far exceed the 
means and exertions, which 
have hitherto been made by 
this and the various miffionary 
inftitutions of this country and 
Europe. Urgent motives 
and arguments, from duty 
and compailion, continue to 
prompt the liberalities, the 
lapours and the importunate 
fupplications of Chrift’s dif- 
ciples, who, it is hoped, will 
perfevere in contributing 
with a ready mind, of , their 
worldly fubitance, and will 
daily befiege the throne of 
grace with their fervent 
prayers to the Lord of the 
harveft to raife up, qualify 
and fend forth, ftill more a- 
bundantly, labourers into his 
harveit. 

The prefent feafon, fix 
preachers are employed in 
the fervice of the fociety. 
Rev. Payfon Wilhiton, and 
the Rev. Thomas H. Wood, 
for fifteen weeks,1n the coun- 
ties of Chenango and Onon- 
dago, in the State of New- 
York; and Mr. Royal 
Phelps, acandidate for the 


miniftry, isto labour for three 
weeks in the town of Adams; 
and for four weeks in the 
fettlements called. Camden, 
lying nearlake Ontario, inthe 
fame ftate-—Thefe gentle- 
men have arrived at the plac- 
es of their deftination, and 
have nearly. completed the 
terms of their fervice. 

But our communications 
from them are fo few as to 
make it impracticable to give 
much information concern: 
ing them. The Truttees, how- 
ever, can ftate, that they are 
in health, and have entered 
upon their work with hap- 
py tokens for good, and are 
cordially welcomed by the 
people, to whom they are 
eee : 

. Rev. Jofeph Field, Rev. 
John Dutton, and Mr. Sam- 
uel Sewal; are engaged in 
miflionary. labours in the 
counties of Oxford and Ken- 
nebec,inthe Diftrictof Maine. 
Mr. Field for fixteen weeks, 
Mr. Dutton for twenty 
weeks, and Mr. Sewal for 
eighteen weeks. From them 
lefs information has been re- 
ceived than from the Miflion- 
aries in New-York ; but the 
Truttees are happy to fay, 
that in health, and with ani- 
mated courage, they have 
commenced their labours, 
and are joyfully received by 
the people.—The narrative 
of the labours of our Mif- 
fionaries for the prefent feaf- 














on muft be deferred until the 
next annual report. In the 
mean time, the Truttees, 
from a confidence in the pie- 
ty, zeal, and capacity of 
your Miflionaries, antici- 
pate happy effects from their 
miniftrations, and from the 
prayers of the fociety, and 
the numerous friends of our 
benevolent inftitution; they 
anticipate from Chrift, the 
fource of gracious influences, 
bleflings upon the Mifliona- 
ries, upon the people they 
may vifit, and upon a multi- 
tude of perifhing finners. 
The books of the fociety 
for the four paft years have 
been fent for diftribution 
nearly in an equal proportion 
into the State of New-York 
and the Diftrict of Maine. 
They comprife 220 bibles, 
sgt other bound books, and 
6254 pamphlets and {mall re- 
ligious tracts. To this re- 
port is annexed a document 
No. I. fhowing what books 
have been fent each year for 
diftribution, and in the fame 
document will be found a lift 
of the books, which remain 
on hand for future ufe. 
In another document No. 
J]. is contained an account of 
the monies, which have been 
received fince the laft annual 
report ; by which it appears 
that there have been paid to 
the funds of the fociety, 
From feyeral towns and 
P 
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parifhes in the county, 


D. 860 91 
_ Fromthe new fet- 
tlements in New- 
York, 32 62 


From the legacy 
of Rev. Noah At- 
water, 

From fundry in- 
dividuals out of the 
county, _ 

From the profits 
already obtained on 
the fale of Dod- 
dridge’s Rife and 
Progrefs, 

From the fale of 
other books, © 

From the charita- 
ble female affocia- 
tion in the county, 
Making in the 
whole, the fum of 

The expenditures 
of the fociety the 
year paft have a- 
mounted to | 963 28% 

The feveral items of which 
account are comprifed ina 
document No. Il]. appended. 
to this report. 

The ttate of the treafury 
may be feen in the report of 
the fociety’s committee for 
auditing the treafurer’s ac- 
counts—Document No. LY. 
There are in the hands of the 
committee the fum of 151 
dols. g5 cents, referved for 
the purpofe of paying what 
remains due to the Mifliona- 
rics. Accounts of which 


80 00 


27 00 


82 70 
3 835 
278 88% 


1365 95 
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will be lodged in the treafu- 
ury the next year. 

As far as can be afcertained 
from the imperfect returns 
made from the feveral towns 
and parifhes, there ‘remains 
due at the prefent time on the 
annuities fubfcribed, the fum 
of 170 dollars.* 

It is neceffary for an accu- 
rate adjuftment of the fo- 
ciety’s accounts, that returns 
fhould be made of all new 
fub{criptions, donationsoran- 
nuities, pledged to the funds 
fince the firft returns. In 
this way only, can the com- 
mittee difcharge their duty 
in entering the annuities and 
donations on the books, to- 
gether with the names of the 
benefactors, where they are 
known ; this entry being re- 
quired by the act of incorpo- 
ration. ‘Fhe minifters of the 
refpective parifhes, or fome 
other benevolent friends of 
the inftitution, are earneftly 
requefted to make fuch re- 
turns, both of the donations 
and the donors, to the annu- 
al committee of the Truftees, 
as early as may be conven- 
ient. The document No. V. 
contains an account of the 
fums paid to the funds of 
the fociety by the charitable 
female aflociation, in this 


* It is not, however, expected that 
the whole of this fum will be realized 
in colleftion, owing to achange of 
circumftances in feveral of the fub- 
feribers. 
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county, and of the difpofi. 
tion, which has been made 
of the monies received. 

The Truftees report to the 
fociety, and particularly to 
the liberal fubfcribers of the 
charitable female affociation, 
that, by an examination of 
the accounts of the monies 
added to the funds by the 
contributions of that affocia- 
tion, effectual aids have been 
afforded to the operations of 
the Society,and that the moft 
fubftantial benefits are to be 
expected in future from that 
pious inttitution. 

The fums contributed this 
year have exceeded, confid- 
erably, the expenditures for 
bibles and other books ; but 
this excefs is to be attributed, 
not only to the number of 
books on hand, but more 
particularly to the large ap- 
propriations, which had 
been previoufly made for the 
purchafe and diftribution of 
books. Rev. Mr. Atwater’s 
legacy of cighty dollars, was, 

by the teltator, appropriated 
to the purchale of books ; 
and the profit, arifing from 
the fale of the edition 
of Doddridge’s Rife and 
Progrefs, was confecrated to 
the fame purpofe; and 82 
dollars and 70 cents have al- 
ready been applied from the 
profits in the purchafe of 
books. Thefe payments 
have anticipated large ex- 











penditures from the funds 
of the female aflociation ; 
but no fuch confiderable aids 
are expected in future. And 
a large purchafe of five or 
fix hundred of Vincent’s Ex- 
planation of the Shorter Cat- 
echiim, for diftribution, out 
of an edition foon to be print- 
ed, the purchafe of bibles 
and feveral other books, will 
render larger appropriations 
and expenditures neceflary. 
Jt is therefore hoped, that 
the benevolent charities of 
the female aflociation will be 
continued, that the other re- 
fources of the Society may be 
applied to the fupport of 
Miffionaries. The Truftees 
exprefs their gratitude to the 
charitable female aflociation, 
and fiducially rely upon the 
mercy of God, through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, that in 
anfwer to the prayers and 
liberalities of the daughters 
of our Zion, the long expe¢t- 
ed and blefled period will be 
haftened, when the feed of 
the woman fhall bruize, ef- 
fectually, the ferpent’s head. 

A view of the ftate of the 
Society’s funds affords mat- 
ter of encouragement and 
of ardent thankfgiving to 
God, who has put it into the 
hearts of his people, to take 


of the wealth, which he has: 


given them, and to confe- 
crate it to the interefts of his 
kingdom. 


joyfully 


Let the fociety, and thofe, rufalem, and enlarging the 
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who favour its pious defigns, 
fay, “* Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped us.” Let 
them take courage to purfue 
their work with renewed ar- 
dour, and with a humble, 
ftedfaft hope in God, that 
he will more and more in- 
creafe the means of fending 
the light of gofpel truth into 
the remote and deftitute fet- 
tlements of our country ; 
and that he will open a wide 
door, and effectual to in- 
creafe chriftian knowledge 
among our countrymen, and 
in due time, among the pa- 
ean tribes, which furround 
our borders. : 
Hopeful fymptoms, it is 
thought, prefage the ap- 
proaching converfion of fome 
of the favages of the wilder- 
nefs, to Chrift. It will cer- 
tainly be a happy preparation 
for their ingathering to our 
Redeemer, when the people, 
who inhabit our frontier fet- 
tlements, fhall imbibe the fpir- 
it of Jefus, and {hall be made 
obedient to his gofpel, and 
thus, by their example, allure 
pagans to revere the name 
and religion of Immanuel. 
Every friend to Zion is 
entreated to put his hand to 
this work of the Lord, and 
cheerfully to come and de- 
pofit his offerings in the treaf- 
ury of Chrift, that fo, means 
may be amply provided for 


repairing the walls of our Je- 
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boundaries of Zion. How 
can men believe, unlefs they 
hear? How can they hear, 
without a preacher '—How 
can preachers be obtained by 
the numerous, {cattered, and 
divided fettlements of our 
country, unlefs we, and oth- 


ers, like minded, appropriate 


aportion of our property, 
and lend our unwearied at- 
tention to this good work of 
fending able and pious Mif- 
fionaries among them, to 
make known to them the 
myiteries of the kingdom of 
God, and the gofpel of our 
falvation ? What purpofe, 
equally valuable as that of 
procuring gofpel  initruc- 
tions for perifhing finners, 

can lay claim to our worldly 
fubftance ? 

By the gofpel, we and oth- 
ers experience a blefling in 
the things of this life. By the 
gofpel alone can we we the 
way of peace with God, and 
obtain a blefled immortality 
in heaven. 

The Truftees report to the 
fociety their opinion, that it 
is highly expedient that their 
liberalities be continued and 
increafed from time to time, 
and that it be requefted of 
the feveral aflemblies of con- 
gregationalifts and presbyte- 
rians in the county, to make 
a publick contribution to the 
funds of the Society, upon 
the next annual thank{giv- 
ing, or upon fome Lord's 
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day near that time, as thal} 
be found moft convenient ; 
and that this report be read 
in the feveral congregations 
at fome fuitable time previ- 
ous to fuch contribution. 

In ways of charity to our 
brethren, may we not hum- 
bly hope, through the merits 
of Chrift, for the effufions of 
divine grace upon ourfelves 
and our children? That of 
the neceflary good things of 
this life we fhall receive fuch 
a bountiful fupply,in provi- 
dence, that we may be more 
and more able to bettow, 
from year to year, abundant- 
ly, for the help and falvation 
of others, who are deprived 
of the rich privileges, which 
we enjoy. Andall the praife 

and thank{giving fhall be af- 
cribed to that gracious God 
and Saviour, who hath mov- 
ed us to take of his own and 


give it unto him. Amen. 


In the name of the Truttees, 


SAMUEL HOPKINS, 
Vice-Prefident. 


AT A MEETING OF THE SOCIETY, 
Northampton, Aug. 29, 1805— 
Read, accepted, and or- 

dered to be printed and dif- 
tributed to the feveral min- 
ifters of the congregational 
and presbyterian _parifhes, 
andalio to the feveral branch- 
of the charitable female aflo- 


ciation in this county. 
Jif, . ENOCH HALE, 
Recording Sec’y pro. tem. 


[To be consluded in our next. ] 














Extra of a letter from an aged divine, 
dated March 11, 1806. 


«“ This, in many refpects, is a 
wonderful day. Extraordinary ex- 
ertions are indeed, made for the in- 
creafe of knowledge and piety. I 
do not expect, that the vifible effects 
of thefe exertions will be very re- 


markable, in my day. I rather view . 


them as preparations for a general 
reformation, which may take place 
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ed and fown in divers parts of the 
world ; /ome fruits will probably ap- 
ear foon; but much of the 
feed will, for a time, be buried and 
inactive under an inclement fky. 
But when God, in his holy provi- 
dence, fhall bring on a favourable time 
for their growth,» they will {pring 
up, and the earth fhall be made ta 
bring forth in a day. ‘The more feed 
is now fown, the more exuberant 


at fome future time. The feeds otf will be the harveit.” 
knowledge and piety will be fcatter- 
s 
Z iat 
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DIED,]—In Portfmouth, (N. 
H.) April 29, 1806, Mr. SamueEt 
Tappan, in the 47th year of his 
age. He was the fon of the late 
Rev. Mr. Tappan, of Manchetter, 
(Mafl.) From early life he difcov- 
ered a great fondnefs for the compa- 
ny and converfation of pious and 
praying people, and was always a 
welcome and delighted gueft at the 
boufes of minifters ; with a great 
proportion of whom, in New-Eng- 
jand, he was confiderably acquainted. 
He was put by his parents as an ap- 
prentice to a gold{mith ; but it not 
iuiting his taste, nor according with 
his bodily infirmities, particularly 
with the weaknefs of his eyes, he 
never purfued it ; but devoted him- 
felf to the honourable, laborious, and 
to him delightful, bufinefs of {chool- 
keeping. For feveral years he had 
inftructed one of the publick fchools 
in Portfmouth, with reputation to 
himfelf, and fatisfaction to thofe, 
who employed him. In his leifure 
hours it was his delight to visit the 
fick and afflicted, and to attend upon 
aud afiiit in thofe private meetings 


for religious worfhip, which have 
been found quickening and edifying. 
For feveral months before his con- 
finement, his health was manifeftly 
impaired, and he found himfelf una- 
ble to receive or retain neceflary 
nourifhment. When his complaints . 
were fo far increafed as that he could 
no longer purfue the butineis in 
which he was engaged, he appeared 
fully apprehenfive that they would 
iffue in his death. And though the 
conclufion feemed to give him but 
little alarm, yet he applied himfelf 
carefully ‘to the examination of his 
{fpiritual ftate and profpects, which 
iffued in a confirmation of his faith 
and hope ; and through feveral weeks 
of tedious illnefs, with the uninter- 
rupted exercife of reafon, he ex- 
hibited the utmoft patience and refig~ 
nation ; and though he pretended to 
no extatic joys or tran{ports, he pro- 
feffed the firmeft truft and confidence 
in God, and an unfhaken hope of ac- 
ceptance with him, through the 
merits of a Saviour, in whom he be- 
lieved. He converfed with his friends 
and attendants asa chriftian would 
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do, who felt interefted in their wel- 
fare, and viewed himfelf about to 
leave them. He refigned his wife 
and children with calmnefs and fe- 
renity ; and faid he could leave them 
with the Hufband of the widow, and the 
Father of the fatherlefs. With una- 
bated calmnefs and confidence he 
met death, and tfumphed over it, 
The righteous hath hope in his death. 
* The memory of the juft is bleffed.”’ 


’ 


@ SHORT SKETCH OF THE CHARAC- 
TER OF MRS. CHURCH, CONSORT 
OF THE REV. JOHN Hs CHURCH, OF 
PELHAM, N.H. EXTRACTED FROM 
A SERMON, DELIVERED AT HER 
FUNERAL, BY LEONARD WOODS, 
A. M. 


Unper the benign influence of a 
religious education, Mrs. Church fe- 
rioufly attended to the gofpel from 
her youth. In 1798 the made a pro- 
feffion of religion, and was admitted 
a member of the church in Rutland. 
The doubts and anxieties, with which 
her mind was afterwards exercifed, 
led her to attend more particularly to 
the diftinguifhing nature of experi- 
mental religion; in confequence of 
which, fhe obtained more fatisfadtion. 
She firmly believedand humbly admir- 
ed the peculiar doGtrines of the gof- 
pel ; and, by diligenthearing, reading, 
meditation and prayer, madeprogrefs 
in divine knowledge. The profperity 
of Zion was dear to her heart. She 
often exprefled a defire for a revival 
of religion, particularly among the 
people, with whom fhe was connected. 
She was grieved at the conduct of 
impenitent finners; while nothing 
was more pleafing to her, than to fee 
any hopeful attention to the things of 
religion. After fhe entered into a 
family ftate, the courfe of providence 
imprefied her mind more and more 
eith the importance of a holy life. 
Her diligence in her domeitic concerns 
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was remarkable, efpecially confider. 
ing the uncommon delicacy of her 
conititution. Her peculiar attention 
to her hufband, during a late fick. 
nefs, joined with her concern and anx. 
iety forhim, andherunceafing endeav- 
ours for the welfare of her family, ex. 
hauited her itrength, and are thought 
to have been the probable occafion of 
that illnefs, which iffued 12 her death, 


In her laft ficknefs, which began 
in January, 1806, fhe commonly en- 
joyed compofure of mind. The ree 
ligious doubts, which fometimes in. 
terrupted that compofure, were 
generally fucceeded by greater light 
and comfort.. From time to time 
fhe exprefled an earneft defire to have 
clearer views of the glory of Chriit. 
Apprehending her diffolution to be 
near, fhe with much calmnefs made 
known her wifh refpecting fome arti- 
cles of her clothing, and defired that 
her hufband, at a fuitabletime, would 
make certain prefentsto her little chil- 
dren, accompanied with pious counfel 
from her dying lips. Being afked by 
him whether fhe felt willing to leave 
her children, fhe anfwered; “I am. 
I have given them upto God. It 
has been my great defire and concern, 
that they may be trained up in his 
fear. it has been my prayer ever 
fince they were born, and before, 
that they may experience renewin 


grace ; and I hope they will.” 


After this, fhe was divinely com- 
forted from day to day, regarding 
Chrift as her Saviour and her all. A 
little while before fhe expired, feeling 
herfelf to be dying, fhe looked round 
on her family, and faid; ‘ I thank 
you all my friends for your kindnefs 
to me—I wifh we may all meet in 
heaven.”* She manifefted’ humble 
confidence in God, and very devout- 
ly prayed to the Lord Jefus, to 
ftrengthen her with itrength i in her 
ioul, “and ta come and receive her 
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fpirit. Seeing her hufband’s tears, 
fhe faid, **God will fupport you.”’ 
She then took ‘her ring from her fin- 
ger, and put it on his, with thefe 
words; Qur friendfhip on earth is 
foon toend, but I hope we fhall meet 
in heaven, and enjoy pure friendfhip. 


To both her children fhe was en- 
abled to utter the melting tendernefs 
of a dying mother’s heart. ‘Taking 
the hand of her infant fon, who had 
been her hope and delight, fhe faid, 


‘© Dear little child! dear little 
child ! motherlefs child! God 
be merciful to you, my dear 


child. I give you up to him. May 
you be to the praife and glory of his 
grace. Lord, he is thine ;’?—fub- 
joining fervent prayer for the child. 


11g 


To her aged parents, and her fifter, 
fhe addrefled herfelf ina very bes 
coming and impreflive manner, and 
took of all her furrounding friends a 
molt affeCtionate farewell. 


After that, her, confolation in« 
creafed, and her profpect brightened. 
Juft before fhe died, appearing exe 
ceedingly ferene and happy, fhe faid, 
that her views were more clear and 
lively than they had been, and that 
God feemed to be gradually thining 
into her foul. She finally clofed her 
eyes with her own hand, and, with 
happy quiet in body and mind, exa 
pired. 

‘“‘ Bieffed are the dead, who die in the 
Lord.” 
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For the Magazine. 


A POETICAL PARAPHRASE ON Ik 
CORINTHIANS VIII. QO. Br DR. 
WATTS» 


1, Jesus, how glorious is thy 
grace! 
How excellent thy name ! 
Unclouded heaven is in thy face, 
Thou venerable Lamb. 


2. Though thou waft rich in angel’s 
fongs, : 
Thou willingly waft born 
To feel the rage of mortal tongues, 
Their ridicule and fcorn. 


3. Though thou waft rich in power 
fupreme, 
Yet didft thou condefcend 
From worms of earth to fuffer fhame, 


And infults from the fiend. 


4, Though thou waft rich in right- 
__ eoufnefs, 
Divinely pure within ; 


Yet didft thou feel hell’s deep dif» 
trefs, 


When made our cur/e and jin. 


5. Though thou waft infinitely high 
And rich, yet didf thou take 

The deepeft fhame and poverty, 
And for the finner’s fake :— 


6. That, through thy poverty and 
lofs, 
We might be rich and bleft ; 
And, by the labours of thy crofs, 
Might gain eternal reft. 





CHRISTIAN CONTENTMENT ¢ 


Compofed by a poor woman, who could 


neither read nor write, and who had 
Suffered much affiiéion. 
' ‘Text me no more of earthly toys, 
Of finful mirth, of carnal joys, 
The things I lov’d before ; 
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Let me but view my Saviour’s face, 
And feel his animating grace, 
And I defire no more. 


Tell me no more’ of praife and 
wealth, 

‘Tell me no more of eafe and health, 
For thefe have all their {nares ; 
Lect me but know my fins forgiven= 
But fee my foul enroll’d in heaven, 

And I am free from cares. 


Tell me no more of lofty towers, 
Delightful gardens, fragrant bowers, 
For thefe are trifling things ; 
The little room, for me design’d, 
Will fuit as well my eafy mind, 
A\s palaces of kings. 


ae ~ 


Tell me no more of crowding 
uetts, 

Of fumptuous feafts and gaudy 
refs, 

Extravagance and watte ; 

My little table, only fpread 

With wholefome herbs and whole. 
{ome bread, : 


Will better fuit my tatte. 


Give me a bible in my hand, 

A héart to read and underftand 
This fure unerring word ; 

I'd urge no company to flay, 

But fit alone from day to day, 
And converfe with the Lord. 


London E. Magazine. 








PISCATAQUA MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Portsmouth, Jay, 1806. 


THE Pifcataqua Miffionary Society met at Portfmouth, on 
the firft Wednefday in May, and elected the following ‘offi 


cers for the enfuing year. 


Hon. DAVID SEWALL, of York, Prefdent. 
Rev. JOSEPH BUCKMINSTER, D. D. Portfmouth, "Secretary. 
Rev. JOHN TOMPSON, Berwick, 


JAMES MILTIMORE, Stratham, 

JESSE APPLETON, Hampton, 

HUNTINGTON PORTER, Rye, 
BENJAMIN ABBOT, Efg. Exeter, 


The Rev. Joun Tompson being the pteacher for the next 
year, the Rev. James MinTiIMorE was chofen as fecond. 

In the evening, an ingenious, impreflive and appropriate 
Sermon was delivered by the Rev. Jesse APPLETON, of 
Hampton, from Ifaiah lix. part of v. 19th. When the enemy 
foall come in like a fload, the Spirit of the Lord fhall lift up # 
ftandar: d againft him. At the clofe of the exercife, a contri 
bution was made to aid the benevolent defigns of the 
Society. 

By the report of the Treafurer, NATHANIEL A. Haven, 
Efq. the Society find their funds, ‘though {mall, yet fuch as 
will enable them to fend one Miffionary or more, for feveral 
months this feafon, to the vacant fettlements of New-Hamp- 
fhire, and the Diftri ct of Maine. 


+ Truftees. 











